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January 2022 SIR Computer/Technology Newsletter
This Newsletter is my summary of items about computers and
technology that I select from various sources each month.
Individual items may be of interest to you and/or could be the
foundation of a subject that you would like to discuss further
during your Computer/Technology Group meeting(s). The
Newsletter is published once each month and distributed on or
before the 20th of each month. In most cases the Newsletter
provides a brief summary of each item and a link to the original
source material so that the author is given full credit and, if you
desire, you can drill deeper into the subject. Should you belong
to more than one computer/technology group you may receive
more than one copy of this Newsletter as it is distributed to each
group's mailing list. I've been asked to make the text large so it
is easier for we “young” SIR guys to read.

Note: The links provided below were active when this was
written. Some publishers inactivate links after publication for
various reasons including reducing server requirements. Some
publishers ask readers to log-in or create a free account with
the reader's email address to continue reading the article. This
is usually considered harmless as the author wants to be able to
make future similar articles available to interested
readers. Other publishers may ask you to subscribe/join their
organization for a fee before you can read their article. The
decision to join is yours as is the responsibility for payment of
any such fees. Should you find a non-working link, you might
search for the subject matter using Bing, Google, Yahoo or
another appropriate search engine.
1. Spot and Stop Messaging Attacks
People attempting to get you to give up your personal and/or
business information is a seemingly unending penalty that each
of us face in this age of connection to each other through todays
technology. Attackers contact by telephone, postal mail, email
and text/SMS messaging. The focus of security study and
education today is on attacks via email with little attention to the
text messages that reach us every day and are a major path to
you and your information. The helpful SANs.org article at the
link will add to your security knowledge of information for
identifying attacks via text to your mobile phone or tablet
computer and dealing with them when detected.
https://www.sans.org/newsletters/ouch/spot-and-stopmessagingattacks/?utm_medium=Email&utm_source=Ouch&utm_campai
gn=STH%20Ouch

2. Valkyrie Hypersonic Aircraft Revealed

Boeing has revealed an updated concept for its Valkyrie
reusable, unmanned hypersonic aircraft that indicates new
design approaches for inlets and shaping. Shown in an artist’s
concept illustration provided to Air Force Magazine—and in the
form of a model at the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics meeting in San Diego—the aircraft shows several
design departures and revisions from Boeing’s previous concept,
made public in 2018. The company says Valkyrie could be
applied to a variety of missions, such as intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance. The concept—likely
deliberately misleading in some ways due to classification—
differs substantially from the previous version. A large
centerline hump has been removed, replaced by a "waverider"type flattened surface.

3. China Harvest Massive Amounts of Data on Western
Targets
China is turning a major part of its internal Internet data
surveillance network outward, mining Western social media,
including Facebook and Twitter, to equip its government
agencies, military and police with information on foreign
targets, according to a Washington Post review of hundreds of
Chinese bidding documents, contracts and company filings.
Details of what China is doing and who are a number of their
collection targets is in the fascinating Washington Post article at
the link.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/chinaharvests-masses-of-data-on-western-targets-documentsshow/2021/12/31/3981ce9c-538e-11ec-8927c396fa861a71_story.html?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=em
ail&utm_campaign=wp_news_alert_revere&location=alert&wp
mk=1&wpisrc=al_news__alert-world--alertnational&pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1
NiJ9.eyJjb29raWVuYW1lIjoid3BfY3J0aWQiLCJpc3MiOiJDY
XJ0YSIsImNvb2tpZXZhbHVlIjoiNTk2YjI2OWJhZTdlOGE0N
GU3ZDJiN2E0IiwidGFnIjoid3BfbmV3c19hbGVydF9yZXZlcm
UiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zd
C5jb20vbmF0aW9uYWwtc2VjdXJpdHkvY2hpbmEtaGFydmV
zdHMtbWFzc2VzLW9mLWRhdGEtb24td2VzdGVybi10YXJn
ZXRzLWRvY3VtZW50cy1zaG93LzIwMjEvMTIvMzEvMzk4
MWNlOWMtNTM4ZS0xMWVjLTg5MjctYzM5NmZhODYx
YTcxX3N0b3J5Lmh0bWw_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1hbGVydCZ1d
G1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13cF9uZX
dzX2FsZXJ0X3JldmVyZSZsb2NhdGlvbj1hbGVydCZ3cG1rPT

Emd3Bpc3JjPWFsX25ld3NfX2FsZXJ0LXdvcmxkLS1hbGVyd
C1uYXRpb25hbCJ9.3QuzXUY2Egf7fTcmWqfPm2d6DHPs9_IZrX6PeU7hcM
4. Companies Embrace Older Workers As Younger
Employees Quit or Become Less Reliable
Older workers around the Nation, particularly those with
experience, are finding that they are often in powerful
negotiating positions in work related conversations with their
employers. Employers are finding that younger employees, with
less experience, are often less reliable and quick to leave a good
job. At a growing number of companies, it is the power of
reliable, older workers that explains why 40% of a major office
equipment companies 750-person workforce is over age 50. It’s
why Microsoft, Marriott, and Macy’s are among more than
1,000 employers nationwide that have signed the AARP
Employer Pledge to promote equal opportunity for all workers,
regardless of age. Employment opportunity for seniors is
looking bright. More detail is in the TIME.com article at the
link.
https://time.com/6129715/age-inclusiveworkplaces/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc&utm_cam
paign=newsletter+brief+default+ac&utm_content=+++2021122
5+++body&et_rid=21491991&lctg=21491991

5. 12 Tips to Make Remote Meetings More Effective

If you are drained by constant hours-long Zoom meetings in
which everyone speaks but nothing seems to happen, then try a
new approach by mastering the 12 tips in the ComputerWorld
article at the link.
https://www.computerworld.com/article/3645472/12-tips-tomake-remote-meetings-moreeffective.html?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm
_content=Title%3A%2012%2B%20tips%20to%20make%20re
mote%20meetings%20more%20effective&utm_campaign=Com
puterworld%20US%20First%20Look&utm_term=Computerwor
ld%20US%20Editorial%20Newsletters&utm_date=2021122221
5946&huid=8cb6bfb5-8c81-49a6-82c0-9fb615a76ad3
6. U.S. Government Restricts U.S.Business With China’s
Largest Military Medical Research Institute
The Commerce Department added the Academy of Military
Medical Sciences and 11 of its research institutes to the Entity
List, which bans the export of American technology to the entity
unless the exporter receives a government license. The academy
and its research institutes focus on using biotechnology to
support the Chinese military. This action is in response to
concerns about Beijing’s use of emerging technologies such as
biometrics and “brain-control” weapons in ways that U.S.
officials say threaten our national security. Details are in the
Washington Post article at the link.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/12/16/chinaentity-list-military-instituteadded/?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign
=wp_news_alert_revere&location=alert&wpmk=1&wpisrc=al_
news__alert-economy--alertnational&pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1
NiJ9.eyJjb29raWVuYW1lIjoid3BfY3J0aWQiLCJpc3MiOiJDY
XJ0YSIsImNvb2tpZXZhbHVlIjoiNTk2YjI2OWJhZTdlOGE0N
GU3ZDJiN2E0IiwidGFnIjoid3BfbmV3c19hbGVydF9yZXZlcm
UiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zd
C5jb20vYnVzaW5lc3MvMjAyMS8xMi8xNi9jaGluYS1lbnRpd
HktbGlzdC1taWxpdGFyeS1pbnN0aXR1dGUtYWRkZWQvP3
V0bV9zb3VyY2U9YWxlcnQmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1
dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249d3BfbmV3c19hbGVydF9yZXZlcmUmbG
9jYXRpb249YWxlcnQmd3Btaz0xJndwaXNyYz1hbF9uZXdzX
19hbGVydC1lY29ub215LS1hbGVydC1uYXRpb25hbCJ9.CGQ
P68_HGIDArj1ObnocUPkeDEId4WvImXg3uaIgDAI
7. How to Manually Update Microsoft Defender
It’s imperative to keep Microsoft Defender up to date even when
Windows Update isn’t working. Here are several methods to
manually update Defender.
https://www.computerworld.com/article/3645670/how-tomanually-update-microsoftdefender.html?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm
_content=Description%3A%20How%20to%20manually%20up
date%20Microsoft%20Defender&utm_campaign=Computerwor
ld%20US%20First%20Look&utm_term=Computerworld%20U
S%20Editorial%20Newsletters&utm_date=20220104160502&h
uid=8cb6bfb5-8c81-49a6-82c0-9fb615a76ad3

8. The Ghost Wolves of Galveston Island
A previously unknown species of wolf has been confirmed
living on Galveston Island in Texas. From a distance, the canids
of Galveston Island, look almost like coyotes, prowling around
the beach at night, eyes gleaming in the dark. But look closer
and oddities appear. The animals’ bodies seem slightly out of
proportion, with overly long legs, unusually broad heads and
sharply pointed snouts. And then there is their fur, distinctly
reddish in hue, with white patches on their muzzles. The
Galveston Island canids are not conventional coyotes — at least,
not entirely. They carry a ghostly genetic legacy: DNA from red
wolves, which were declared extinct in the wild in 1980. For
years, these genes have been hiding in plain sight, tucked away
in the seemingly unremarkable animals that scavenged for food
behind housing developments and roamed the grounds of the
local airport. The fascinating detail of this amazing study are
reported in the New York Times article at the link. Enjoy.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/03/science/red-wolves-dnagalveston.html?referringSource=articleShare
9. One of the Largest Comets Ever Seen is Headed Our Way
More than 2.7 billion miles from the sun—29 times farther than
Earth treads—a tiny sliver of sunlight reflected off something
plummeting toward our home star. Something
icy. Something big. Something heading toward our Sun. About
four hours later, in the predawn hours of October 20, 2014, a
telescope in Chile’s Atacama Desert turned its gaze toward the
heavens and snapped an enormous picture of the object and the
surrounding sky. It would take nearly seven years for
researchers to identify that strange dot of light as a huge
primordial comet—possibly the biggest ever studied with

modern telescopes. Called Bernardinelli-Bernstein, the comet
was announced in June, and researchers have now compiled
everything they know about it in a discovery paper. Details of
what we know so far and what we may learn are in the National
Geographic article at the link.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/one-of-thelargest-comets-ever-seen-is-headed-our-way
10. Facebook Notifies 50,000 Users of Surveillance and
Hacking for Governments
Facebook is notifying nearly 50,000 users in more than 100
countries that they may have been targets of hacking attempts by
surveillance companies working for government agencies or
private clients. For those who are Facebook users in particular,
detail is in the Washington Post article at the link.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/12/16/facebo
ok-spying-surveillancenotification/?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_cam
paign=wp_news_alert_revere&location=alert&wpmk=1&wpisrc
=al_news__alert-economy--alertnational&pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1
NiJ9.eyJjb29raWVuYW1lIjoid3BfY3J0aWQiLCJpc3MiOiJDY
XJ0YSIsImNvb2tpZXZhbHVlIjoiNTk2YjI2OWJhZTdlOGE0N
GU3ZDJiN2E0IiwidGFnIjoid3BfbmV3c19hbGVydF9yZXZlcm
UiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zd
C5jb20vdGVjaG5vbG9neS8yMDIxLzEyLzE2L2ZhY2Vib29rL
XNweWluZy1zdXJ2ZWlsbGFuY2Utbm90aWZpY2F0aW9uLz
91dG1fc291cmNlPWFsZXJ0JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWw
mdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXdwX25ld3NfYWxlcnRfcmV2ZXJlJ
mxvY2F0aW9uPWFsZXJ0JndwbWs9MSZ3cGlzcmM9YWxfb
mV3c19fYWxlcnQtZWNvbm9teS0tYWxlcnQtbmF0aW9uYW

wifQ.8y07Srr3f60bT5y_ZrVbZQUJM5c5gMmJHBZEML9KB
MA
11. Man Receives a Heart From a Genetically Altered Pig
A 57-year-old man with life-threatening heart disease has
received a replacement heart from a genetically modified pig, a
groundbreaking procedure that offers hope to hundreds of
thousands of patients with failing organs. It is the first successful
transplant of a pig’s heart into a human being. The eight-hour
operation took place in Baltimore on Friday, January 7th, and
the patient, David Bennett Sr. of Maryland, was doing well on
Monday, according to surgeons at the University of Maryland
Medical Center. Details are in the New York Times article at the
link.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/10/health/heart-transplantpig-bennett.html?referringSource=articleShare
12. Walk-Through Metal Detectors Can Be Hacked
Researchers have discovered a total of nine software
vulnerabilities in a commonly used metal detector product. If
exploited, the security flaws could allow a hacker to take
detectors offline, read or alter their data, or just generally mess
with their functionality, the research reveals. The product in
question is produced by Gerretsen , a well-known U.S.-based
metal detector manufacturer that sells its product to schools,
court houses, prisons, airports, sports and entertainment venues,
and an assortment of government buildings. In other words, their
products are pretty much everywhere. Details are in the
Gizmodo article at the link.
https://gizmodo.com/walk-through-metal-detectors-can-behacked-new-researc-1848255555

13. It's Your Printers Fault
The New York Times column, “On Tech” has another winner.
This issue confronts the fact that many of us already know,
technology driven devices are far more difficult to use than they
should be. Here is the On Tech article.
I have wanted to pummel home printers into dust. I felt super
stressed recently when I struggled to install a new internet
modem. Perhaps you pray before trying to connect wireless
headphones to your computer. And Siri, WHY ARE YOU SO
DUMB sometimes?
It’s been 30 years since Walt Mossberg, a pioneering personal
technology journalist, began his first column in The Wall Street
Journal with this sentence: “Personal computers are just too hard
to use, and it isn’t your fault.”
Today, many consumer electronics are more capable, less
expensive and used by far more people than the PC was when
Mossberg wrote those words in 1991. Some gadgets have gotten
more user-friendly, too, but many of them make you want to
curse and scream. And it isn’t your fault.
I know that I sound (again) like a grumpy old man. And balky
headphones and printers are not the world’s most serious
problems. Nevertheless, I will proceed with my grumpiness.
Actually, I will leave it to Mossberg.
“If I restarted my column today, that first line from 1991 would
still work, with a little modification,” he told me by email. “PCs,
smartphones and tablets are relatively easy to operate — as long

as you don’t change the default settings too much and do light
tasks on them. Beyond that lies frustration.”
Mossberg then ran through examples of products that “remain
baffling and/or maddeningly unreliable.”
Routers and modems have improved but “feel like they’re meant
for the IT person,” he said. Printers have “a million issues.”
Mossberg said that voice assistants were “hit or miss,”
the webcams installed in computers were often of poor quality
and systems to control internet-connected home devices were an
“incompatible mess of puzzling and unreliable stuff.”
Why are so many technologies this maddening?
First, it is difficult to make products easy to use. And some of
the backbones of our home tech, including the internet, are so
rickety that it’s a miracle they work at all.
Tech companies are to blame, too. To sell us more stuff, they
tend to pack in more features, which means more complexity.
Lauren Dragan, a writer for Wirecutter, The New York Times’s
product recommendation site, said that some gadget companies
also protect their turf and profits by making their products tricky
to combine with those from other companies. Have you tried to
use Apple’s AirPods headphones with an Android phone?
Hahahaha. No, it doesn’t really work.
Lauren Goode, a technology writer at Wired, told me that as our
favorite electronics have become more complex and we use
them more, there are more chances for frustrations.

And Goode said that it has become more important for capable
hardware to be combined with savvy software. That
combination isn’t easy. The TV manufacturer might be great at
displaying a beautiful picture, but terrible at making an app for
logging in to Netflix.
TV sets, by the way, are at the top of Goode’s list of products
that have “no business being that complicated.” And printers —
yeesh. Goode recently went to get a tattoo and wound up fixing
the parlor’s printer. She said that in her experience, iPads and
the stripped-down laptops called Chromebooks are among the
few gadgets that come close to being easy to set up and start
using.
I’m grateful that technology has made it possible to stay
connected, work, entertain ourselves and see the world in ways
that we couldn’t before. But the more we use and rely on
personal technology, the more we expect from it, and the more
we notice how far from ideal it is.
I’m still waiting for the real life “Star Trek” computer that will
make “tea, Earl Grey, hot” on my command. But I’d gladly
settle for an internet router that doesn’t make me want to cry.
14. See a Rare Baby Dinosaur Curled Up in its Fossilized
Egg
The baby dinosaur seemed almost ready to burst free from its
shell, curled up so tightly its head tucked between its toes. But
an unknown event buried the egg just before the small creature
ever took its first breath, preserving the unhatched animal for
tens of millions years in what now is southern China. Read
about it in National Geographic article at the link.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/rare-babydinosaur-found-curled-in-its-fossilized-egg
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